Soldiers’ Medical Evaluation Board Office Biographies

Mr. Eric Waldkoetter is an Army lawyer licensed in Indiana with 24 years’ experience in
positions including Soldiers’ Medical Evaluation Board Counsel, Army Judge Advocate,
and Corporate Patent Attorney. He is a retired Army Colonel Judge Advocate who is
gualified as a Ranger and Senior Parachutist. He has a Doctor of Jurisprudence from
Indiana University Law School Indianapolis, Bachelor of Science from Cameron
University in Electrical Engineering Technology, and a Master of Strategic Studies from
the U.S. Army War College.

Mr. James Abeshaus is an Army lawyer, former diplomat and U.S. Army Judge
Advocate. While on Active Duty he was a Brigade Judge Advocate, Chief of Military
Justice, Trial Defense Counsel and Legal Assistance Attorney. He has a Juris Doctor
from Florida Coastal School of Law and a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and
French from Indiana University Bloomington. He speaks French and German.

Mr. Thomas “Ben” Hill is an Army paralegal with 10 years of experience in Trial Defense
Services, Claims, Legal Assistance, and the Office of Soldiers’ Counsel. He served in
the Marine Corps Infantry and later in the Army as a Paralegal, before being medically
discharged after deploying to Afghanistan with the 101st Airborne Division.



